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LATIN CEKISTIANITY.

BOOK VIIL

Plato and of Aristotle ; he even attempted the yet un-
accomplished, perhaps the impossible, task of recon-
ciling the poetry and prose of the two systems. In his
treatise on Predestination he boldly asserts the supre-
macy of Reason; he throws off, what no Latin before
had dared, the fetters of Augustinianism. His freewill
is even more than the plain practical doctrine of Chry-
sostom and the Greek Fathers, who avoided or eluded
that inscrutable question: it is an attempt to found it
on philosophic grounds, to establish it on the sublime
arbitration of human reason. In his translation of
Dionysius the Areopagite with the Commentary of Maxi-
mus, Erigena taught the mysticism of the later Plato-
nists. He aspired to the still higher office of harmo-
nising philosophy with religion, which in their loftiest
sense he declared to be the sarne.g Thus John the
Scot was at once a strong Rationalist (he brings all
theologic questions to the test of dialectic reasoning);
and at the same time, not by remote inference, but
plainly and manifestly a Pantheist. With him God is
all things, all things are God. The Creator alone truly
is; the universe is but a sublime Theophany, a visible
manifestation of God. He distinctly asserts the eternity
of the universe ; his dialectic proof of this he proclaims
to be irresistible. Creation could not have been an

g Erigena's most remarkable work
bears a Greek title, irepl (pvcreuv
/le/uerjuoD, published by Gale, Oxford,
1681; recently by M. Schruter, Mini-
ster, 1838. On this book compare
Haureau, De la Philosophic Scholas-
tique (an admirable treatise), p. 112,
et seq. " Quel ^tonnement, disons
meme quel respect, doit nous inspirer
la grande figure de ce docteur, qui

causera tant d'agitation dans FEglise;
qui semera les vents, et recueillera lea
tempetes, mais saura les braver; qui
ne laissera pas un heritier direct de sa
doctrine, mais qui du moms aura la
gloire d'avoir annonce', d'avoir pre'cede
Bruno, Vanini, Spinosa, les plus teme'-
raires des logiciensqui aient jamaiscrre
sous les platanes de TAcademie." See
also the Lectures of M. Ampere.